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Professional Profile

Nazli Ahmadova is a legal practitioner with over 25 years of experience at the forefront
of business law, international arbitration, and legal policy and institutional capacity
building.

As the Founder and Managing Partner of Apex Advisors, she has cultivated a
specialized practice focused on high-value pivotal counsel to multinational
corporations, domestic companies and government agencies, as well as international
dispute resolution. Her expertise is characterized by a rare dual-competency: a robust
track record in multi-million dollar international commercial arbitrations and a deep
involvement in the modernization of Azerbaijan's legislative landscape.

Ms. Ahmadova’s career is marked by a sustained commitment to institutional
development. Her current role on the Board of Directors of the Baku Arbitration Centre
(BAC) serves to position Azerbaijan as a regional hub for legal excellence. She has
been instrumental in drafting transformative national documents, including the
"Azerbaijan Culture — 2040" Concept and the regulatory frameworks for several state
agencies. Recognized by Chambers Global for her significant presence in the energy
and oil services market, Ms. Ahmadova combines common-law-educated legal rigor
with a nuanced understanding of local and regional commercial dynamics and
strategic regulatory policy.

Professional Experience

Baku Arbitration Centre (BAC) | Baku, Azerbaijan

Board Member | 2025 — Present

Member of the Board of Directors of the first regional arbitral institution in Azerbaijan.
Drives the collaborative partnership between the BAC and the Azerbaijani Bar

Association, ensuring that the evolution of national arbitral practice is supported by
collaboration between the arbitral institution and the legal community through joint
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capacity-building initiatives and the promotion of best practices in alternative dispute
resolution.

Apex Advisors / Private Practice | Baku, Azerbaijan
Founder & Managing Partner / Legal Practitioner | 2006 — Present

Directs a legal practice specializing in business law, complex industrial advisory, and
international dispute resolution.

International Commercial Arbitration & Transnational Litigation:

ICC Arbitration: Currently acting as counsel in an ongoing multi-million international
commercial arbitration involving a multi-jurisdictional claim under the ICC Rules.

UNCITRAL Arbitration: Served as lead counsel in a significant international
commercial arbitration case, successfully defending a corporate client against a claim
exceeding $20 million USD. Work involved complex evidentiary analysis and
coordination across multiple legal teams.

15-Year Intellectual Property Litigation: Represented a prominent author in a
high-profile series of copyright infringement and recovery cases across multiple
jurisdictions. This landmark litigation spanned approximately 15 years, involving
complex IP matters, registrations and the enforcements.

Arbitration Expert Opinions: Frequently retained by international law firms to provide
formal expert opinions on Azerbaijani civil, commercial, and procedural law for use in
international arbitral proceedings and foreign court litigations.

Acted as a counsel in recognition and enforcement proceedings.

Strategic Advisory and Legislative Modernization:

National Concept of Culture: Leading legal advisor for the development and drafting of
the National Concept of Culture "Azerbaijani Culture — 2040".

Institutional and Capacity Building: Served as the primary legal advisor for several
state agencies during their formation or reorganization. Drafted comprehensive suites
of normative legal acts, including primary field laws, decrees, and government
decisions required to establish the agencies’ operational and enforcement powers.

Agricultural Reform and Finance: Served as a Legal Expert for the Agricultural
Competitiveness Improvement Project together with the Frankfurt School of Finance
and Management. Conducted analysis on regulatory and lending mechanism
architecture; prepared reports on standardized legal instruments to streamline credit
access for producers, identified legislative bottlenecks in the value chain development
and authored recommendations for the optimization of collateral and security interest
frameworks in the context of agricultural financing.



Animal Identification and Registration System (AIRS) Study: as a national legal
consultant in the EU AIRS project, provided a deep-dive legal gap analysis of
Azerbaijani veterinary and food safety legislation and drafted a comprehensive legal
recommendations focusing on ownership rights, cross-border traceability and data
privacy.

Infrastructure, Energy and Industrial Sector:

Oil & Gas Infrastructure: Provided comprehensive legal advisory for the construction,
purchase, and operation of specialized oil and gas services facilities. This included
drafting complex EPC (Engineering, Procurement, and Construction) contracts.

Alat Free Economic Zone (AFEZ): Advised legal entities on the specialized legal, tax,
and investment regimes governing operations within the AFEZ.

Large-Scale Industrial Development: Advises on various legal issues related to
construction and management of large-scale industrial sites throughout Azerbaijan,
including issues like land use and property rights, construction permitting,
environmental compliance, operational licensing, and third-party rights.

Strategic Procurement and Logistics: Managed the legal components of multi-million
dollar equipment acquisitions for leading industrial firms, focusing on international
sales contracts, warranties, and liability frameworks.

Intellectual Property

Transnational IP Litigation: Represented a high-profile author in a series of landmark
copyright infringement and recovery cases across multiple jurisdictions. This complex
litigation spanned approximately 15 years, necessitating the strategic application of the
Berne Convention in several jurisdictions and the coordination of cross-border
litigation, enforcement and copyright registration and management strategies.

Strategic IP Advisory: Advises foreign and domestic businesses on the management
of complex IP portfolios, including the registration, licensing, and protection of
copyright, related rights, trademarks, trade secrets, and industrial property in general.

Technology Transfer: Drafted complex technology transfer agreement (TTA) for a
highly sophisticated area.

Drafted various licensing agreements, ensuring compliance with international and
national requirements.

Commercial Real Estate and Investment Structuring:

Global Real Estate Portfolios: Advised foreign investors on the strategic acquisition of
large-scale property portfolios across the EU and CIS regions.

Corporate Governance and Re-organization: Advises on the legal structuring of
complex investments and joint ventures, ensuring alignment with both local Azerbaijani
law and international transparency standards.

Private Sector Agricultural Advisory:



Managed the legal structuring and international negotiation for the purchase of
multi-million dollar irrigation systems and processing machinery, agricultural land use
rights, permits, environmental impact assessments, and the zoning requirements for
large-scale agro-industrial facilities.

Import/Export Compliance: Provided legal oversight on the regulatory requirements for
the importation of seeds, fertilizers, and pesticides, ensuring compliance with
international phyto-sanitary standards and Azerbaijani law.

Culture4You Think Tank | Founder | 2025 — Present

Established and leads a research initiative focused on the deep-dive study of cultural
property law utilizing empirical data and comparative legal analysis to develop
high-impact recommendations for legislative improvement.

Azpetrol Group of Companies | Baku, Azerbaijan
Legal Counsel | 2003 — 2006

Lead counsel for high-value transportation and logistics infrastructure projects in
Azerbaijan and Georgia.
Managed the high-level corporate restructuring of the group.

BHM Law Firm | Baku, Azerbaijan
Lawyer | 2001 — 2003

Specialized in Companies Law, Business and Trade Law, and Telecommunications
Law.
Managed high-stakes commercial litigation and complex intellectual property disputes.

Education

University of Minnesota Law School (USA) | LL.M. | 2000 — 2001
Edmund S. Muskie Law Fellow

Baku State University (Azerbaijan) | Master of Law | 1997 — 1999
Graduated with Honor.

Baku State University (Azerbaijan) | Bachelor of Law | 1993 — 1997
Graduated with Honor; Named scholarship of the Department of Law.

Professional Appointments and Activities



Azerbaijani Bar Association: Member (2006 — present) and Founding Chair of the
Business Law Committee (BLC) (2022—present).

UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for Promoting the Return of Cultural Property
to its Countries of Origin or its Restitution in Case of lllicit Appropriation (ICPRCP):
Azerbaijan-nominated expert for the 2026 consultations. Responsibilities include
drafting international legal recommendations for the return and restitution of cultural
property.

National Anti-Doping Disciplinary Committee: Member (2021-2022), adjudicated rule
violations.

ADA University: Adjunct Instructor on Property Law (2021).

Regularly judge arbitration moot and moot court competitions.

Languages

Azerbaijani: Native
English: Fluent
Russian: Fluent
Turkish: Good
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